INFORMUTION MEMORARDUM "EOARDING ROBERT SEGER ‘

on 17-1B-yay 1950, fobert Segee returned to Ohie from Fast St. Louls, Tllinois
with carl Radcliff, Deputy sheriff, Pickaway county, R. Russell smith of phio state
Arson Bureau and guy G. Cline, Prosecuting Attorney, Pickaway county, ohie,

Robart Segee was questioned regarding implication in certain fires in Pickaway
mmum-um mmmpmnmmaummmm
mmnnmmamnmmummmm Thomas
gides [Lieutenant of the Fire Prevention Bureau for the City of Columbus. The

apprehension and location of Segee was aided by LaMont Feidinger , of the National
poard of Fire Underwriters of near ast ot. Louis, I1linois.

on the 18th day of May 1950 he admitted starting numercus fires to the afore-
mentioned officers, specifically designating certaln fires in circleville, ohie,
Columbus, Ohdoy, Qld Town, Maine, Portland, Maine. FHe stated that he was with the
Ringling Brothers Circus June 6, 194k, when they had a large fire at Hartford, conn,
Huumth:mMnfmnfm:mclundWhiaMIburningm
which he called the redman and the redman would tell him to start fires and that if
be did not start fires he would himself be burned and that the first appearance of
the redman was immediately prior to the Hartford, Conn, fire whils he was wi th the
Fingling Brothers Circus, le stated that his first recollection at the partiord fire
was that he was awakened and came to himself and he was then at a tent near the place
where the horses wers kept but that the only thing he remembered prior thereto was
the seeing the redman and seeing a man strike a match and set the wall tent on fire
at a point where Lhe tent had been scaked in oil to make it waterproof; that the {lames
shot on up to the large tent to the top of the big top., He stated tiat it couki be
that sctually what he saw was hilmself starting the fire or it could have been a dream
and the {iret appesrance of the redman. f§e stated that aft.r he had been swakened he
recalled helping to get pecple out of the big tent,

on the 22nd day of May 1950 Judge snd Mr. Fedy of the law firm of Engle, Judge
and Willer, Oeneral Counsel far Ringling mrothers Clrous, M hhth st., New Yark 17,
N. Y., telephone Warray Hill 21700, called ouy 0. Cline and he was informed that sagee
was employed by Pingling Rrothers Circus from June 3JOth until July 13%h, 19LL, having
been employed at Portland Maine and hired to work for the Light Department., A foreman
*vhitey® Verstesn, is presently employed by the ningling wrothers circus now playing in

Philadelphia. fegee rtated that his foreman was Clyde vhitey-— he did not know his last
name. He alse named two other individuals with the circus)
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of 7. K. Brumner u“éi-‘”i;tﬂu:u. cireleville, Ohlo; and August 27, 197, having
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Paychiatrist in columbus, Ohio, for further exasin:tiom. Dre Higley estimated that it

muuhtr-n--ﬂht-dqlhu—hhthm fegee has at all times
been cooparative but stepe short of giving all information which he knows.




1681 and Qleveland Avenus, near his home and also obtalned gasoline by the use of a
ayphon which he obtained from one of his neighbors near Cleveland Avenue, Columbus, Ohle,
by having cut off the nosgle of a small flexible hose and then cutting off a length of

shout three or four feet which he carried with him in his pocket for sometime. The

syphon was later burned in one of the fires.




