‘Statement of Albert R. _Laxr ~

¥y npame 1d albert _Iswrenge.I am 42 years of sge, resi de

in Hartford. I was 8cC
row §,sests £ and 8.

_cage &nd leave the ssme way. I could'

Ave., Windsor,Conn. Ism merried to Selme Josephson

| ome. Gaughter Dispe, who 1s 12 years of age.

___Cn the afterncon of July 6th, T attended the Sin

o=panied by my daughter Disne, We sat in M-'

Prom our sests, I could see tre animal runway,located st the west

end of the tent. T saw sntmels come through it into the exibition .

nt sy whether or not i1t entered

| the tent trrough an exit.

| the process of getting the lsst two or three an

| foroance. .

nd the treiner,s lsdy. was in.
imals out of the per=
csge,I hesrd & comzotion down in front of the stand,to my.
the moment that & gang fight =as in progress. Then .

chers bad cmawd..Ame
covering about 8 six fook
! 1

_fhen the sanimal sct wW&s concluded &

Jeft. I thaught at

| I thaught probebly the bles
s1lghtly to my left end cbserved a flame .

|_space at the lunction where the roof meets the side canvas,

| part of the side csnvss was burning at thst polnt. I
| ohalr snd grabbed my deughter so =he would'nt geb away IrQ
| getting =y bearings,I proceeded aver to the alale




I might add that on my way out,] observed s section of the side canvas
behind the bleachers on fire.It appeared as though the burning area covered
about two feet and extended from the ground up to the beginning of the roof.

When we fimally reached the claaring out stde of the tent ,there was a
congregation of people, who were in & high state of emotion,milling around
talking to one another.

e then started out to Darbour St. and after croseing 1t,followed the
erowd in & westerly directlon through back yerds to a street running apallel
with Barbour. Then we walked to my car on Rlsley st. and drove to my home in

‘Windsor.

¥y dsughter Diane sustained a second Jegree burn on her left arm,between
the sholder and elbo. She had first degree burns about the forehead,rlght arm
and both hands. I received first and second degree burns on top of my head.Also
first degree burns on my hands.

Just before the show started,I left the gtand#stand and went to the mens
tollet by the maln entrance. When I entered a man was coming out,but no one
was lnside. A teen aged boy followed me inte the tollet. and made mentlon of
the weather belng hot. Everything appearde to be in order,no papers on the
ground and etc.

At no time was I in a position to observe whether or not there was water
buekets under the grand stand or bleachers. Nor did T see clrcus employees
there.

I have stated all T know about the fire.

1 have read the sbove statement. It 1s true and correct.

Witness: Signed:
. Ofer.pester J. “ercler #97. Albert R. Lawrence.



