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THE FIRE IN HARTFORD
on July 6 1944

AT THE i

RINGLING BROS,—BARNUM & BAILEY
COMBINED SHOWS, INC.

«©n
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Parsusnt to the provisions of Section 2307,
the 1930 Revision of the General Statutes, en im

of the cause, oircumstances and origin of a fire w
 curred in Hartford on July 6, 19%% during the oirc :
ance st the Ringling Bros.-Bernum & Beiley Combined She
Inc. was instituted by me, as Commissioner of State Solice
and State Fire Mershal, immediately after the fire, to dei
whether such fire was the result of carelessness or the act

of an incendiary.

SECTION 2307, INVESTIGATION OF THE CRIGIN OF FIRES, reads:

e Comaissioner of state police shsll thoroughly
investigate the csuse, circumstances and origin of
all fires to which his attention shall have been
called, in sccordsnce with the provisians of section
2308, by resson of which any property has been burned,
destroyed or demeged, snd especislly examine and de-
cide 85 to whether such fire wes the result of care- ,
lessness or wes the sct of an incendiary. He mey .
take the testimony under oceth of any person os S
to be cognizant of or to have msens of knowledge in 0
relation to the metters as to which an exsminstion is
being mede, snd shell cause the same to be reduced to
writing snd filed in his office; and if, inhis ==
opinion, thers shall be sufficient evidence to warrant =
that eny person should be charged with the crime of
sarson, he shall forthwith submit such evidance, to-
gether with the names of the witnesses and all of
mrgmtion obteined by him to the proper prosecu

(2 Cerecccncsccssnnss »<
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A number of witnesses (1%6) appesred before me m&

A ST -
SRR Sy

and offered testimony under cath on metters relat



payment of a $300.00 fee, a 1llcenso was obtained .{
of tho Chicf of Police of Hartford on July 5, 1944, o

cate record indleates the following:

"Oi of Hartford Hart ford mecaw
e July 5, 194b

"License is hercby granted to:

"Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Batley Combinod Shows. mc.,
YA public performance e

"Barbour Strect lot R -
"July 5 and 6, 1944 -
Subject to the direction and control of the ponoo
department and to the laws and ordinances of the B

state and city covering such performances.
=T

"Iicense fee $300.00
"Chief of Police"

Other than to inguire at the City Hall as to whehher t'.ho



n- iiﬂoe, Iho holda

:mngnng circus. Police protectlon, at p‘.tacea of »»
4s suthorized under the provisions of Section 156¢ of
1939 Supplement to the General Statutes.

0’0

¥o arrangements were mede oOr requested by an repreeemm;tv& '-J' ;
of the circus for firemen or for fire fighting equimant to, ;
pe in ettendance upon the circus grounds during eny permm
anece, The Hartford Fire Department did not detall eny ﬂ:ra-'t‘\ “
men or assign eny firc fighting equipment or spperatus to bﬂw M
in attendance at the circus grounds durinz ooy of the penrowa\

ances. The executive officers of the Hertford Flire w ,

eve

could not recall or produce any records to indleate that M
protective measures hed ever been furnished to any circus
appearing in the City of Hartford for the pest 30 yaara The



anbeﬁthe?gmuﬁﬂs ~about thepmemgarie. ,
be wet down by circus employces. I ur.ty

In Bridgeport, the Chief of the Fire napa men
tant, inspects the grounds and equipment pricr .

formance.

It has not been the practice 1n Connecticut to detail or

any fire fighting equipment to be in attendance at cireus

formences. There was no telephone communication on the cire

grounds prior to the fire. Police cruisers equipped with
communication were patrolling tne sdjoining streets and,

tervals, the circus grounds, in sddition to regular paxmz

assignments covering this section of the city. There v
fipe alarm box or fire hydrent located on the circus ' Wown
The nearest firc alarm box 1s approximately 600 feet m 3
Barbour Strest entrance located at the corncr of Barbour
and Olevelend Avenue., There arc two fire hydrants on 5
strect-one directly in front of the circus grounds el

pole located directly opposite the clrcus
;"C?ﬂ Pz Ner<te 11 imdintals e

mtslmtedmﬂw,
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Oomm Counetl rutrlottag the uae to
seotion made of the preminea and of the M'

condugted by tho Bullding gupervisor's offico ftor
Hartford. A bullding tnapeotor went to the olrous
11:00 ofclock on tho morning of July 5, and ﬂ.ndtntf.
big tent wna not ready, he loft and returned to the §
about 3:h5 P.M. where ho remained until BeliS PuM, !IO"‘ .
' following report, 1o weliting, to his Supoervisor:
"tnapoction Report -

"Loentlon Parbour Stroot ol roun

"Pormit dnted T-5-44 -

" gaued to nddronn .
"Claim g

"Romaprke: Inspoction made or tho grounds on tho
a ftornoon of July %. Work on bl ng tont and
aonts wan pro%roulng. It wnas not @

at tho time of my viatt as olrous
in areiving, I was satiafied mt"'%«z

of tent, construction of nonta and
plied na In provious yoears,

"(81gned) NAYES"
No other 1nspoction was mado by roprosentatives of Wm
Supervisorts Office until after the rive, No ummu%‘. '_ :
mado of the pramises or propertios in question prior k
fire by the looal Fire Mapshal, No roport of m,f. xinting I
or mmw ‘hnurd on ehc otrous ci'aundi WW

v'('
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the =ein tent. The sids show was on the south &
Nidwey, uﬂ&mt,dmsldenllmaﬁ‘m
permer dispisy in front of the temt. mAmnao»;”
nwmm!dwmmammﬁ&

trencs, meeouldei:hartumtother’.g:tlntoﬂle
shich wes surrocnded by = m..teamssidenlltnthﬂ l
Sl

mtw,&mtmemmewmm

to the mein temt. e

s L=

Atmmmofﬂxaniam toilet e
muahlemﬁ:erlgrtsmetothemandm&am
she wamen., The fecilities on the rignt s1de were locste
mwmmemwmmmmm
utams!.éannmsﬁamumm
uﬂmotaﬂtemubﬂl_ .




or the gt'andntand an exit in the centor of

peparating the grandstand; an exlt tn the southe
of the mein tent, between the grendstand and the b
two exits on the east side, one on each oide of the b
an exit on the northenst side, between tho blenchors
grondstand; an exit in the center of tho north side, d

the grendstend; en exit on the northwent cornor, botmonf

grandstend and the bleachers; this meking o toval of 9 axlﬂ;. 1
i3 %

from within the main tent.

The mein cntrance, which also sorved oy an oxit on the waet -- :
alde, led to the menageric and the Midwny. The two cxits ot
on ecach slde of the grondotand, led to an open
e exite on the south

the cast end,
ppace and elso Lo dressing quartors.
side led to open spaces and olso to tent quartors, The oxite
on the north slde led to open epaces, 1imited by a mm

in which animn) wegons end other vehleles used to carry soats
and tont oquipment wero confined, This north eide of ﬂug :
beyond the eircus tent, the antmal wagons and the "I
wagon to pess,’ wes bordered by A thickly wooded soct
e slight incline, The aren on the south plde otr oL
tont, was tryegular 1n mpunammun Sonid
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was given as 10,0%8. The attendance for the aftel
ence of July 6 wes ziven 2s 3,048 - 6,048 in the '~
3,000 in the bleachers. There were 555 circus awlo’eal with
the circus on July €. |

Ty

The July 6th metinee performence started at spproxt e
.M., with the bend playing “Tne Star Spengled Bemer," which

was followed by snimel scts in large iron cages located =t ’_
sz A

ends of the mein tent. As the enimel acts were cmclanmf, ) >
azes Soail

Wzllenda Troupe, serislists, took their places on plstfomms, A 2

platform being located at each end of the mein tent sbout

X

sbove the ground. The testimony disclosed that after d e audfence
hed been seated and during the playing of the netionsl enthem,
eo_ca1led chute cages were placed in the :

"
ol 1

side--cne in the nortimest corner and one in the 0
ner_thereby commecting the exhibition cages in tbeé-iin

o a5 A g |
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rpdm the aouthwost noz?ner ofv'tha' 1:131:;{:Wi vﬂfs;: :
mission Vleachens: wane located, {:o' th; m\.gig 3‘* th
trance, The animal trainers in the exhibitt%n cope

i 4 '.."“"'ILV s

their ‘posts. Trainer Marie Kovar aucceeded in drl

2:40 P.M. The officinl fire alarm record shows that th
wag placed in operation at 2:44 P.M. Numerous witnesses w

the southwest seetion of the main tent, Some cye witnesses :
seribed the fire as in back of the so-called "Bluc Bleachers

only the tent top burning.

The side well canvas burned slowly upward, end ‘wihen the t
top took fire, witnesscs dasox-tbed---tt as -abo"u’t tho izo




11ttle confuaion, but as the fire started to spre
tent top and numerous eries of "Fire" were hoard, wif
pand striking up its music and the heat increasing, more co i’-'-
fusion, panic, and chaos prevailed, Efforts to quell them ‘
conditions were of no avail. Men, women, and children '1‘911?--“’ “‘

and some were trampled to death. Many of the ushors, employ-
ees, performers, and petrons rendered assistance to ﬂéeiné i
somen and children. Scme employees were observed running to
the exits when the music started, Seversl of the attendants

‘e

were observed outside the tent, removing the glephants and
other animals from the clrecus grounds., Their prompt attention
to this particular duty prevented further personal injury and
possibly panic outside the fleming tent.

standing at the main entrance, inside the blg top and Spprox-
imately 50 feet from where the fire wes first noticed, wore
several loecal police officers., Ong of them, & member of the

Vice Squad, was attracted to the firc by sn usher who was -pomv-

ing his finger towards the fire, which at the time was on the

side wall about 18 inches from tho main top, in back of the ‘"Blue
Bleachere" in the southwest cornor, This officer Wm‘t&é’
started to holler to the crowd in the bleachers, thot VH'
dently on the move, "Be cnlm, walk slowlyl" Another of

was with him asked him whepe the fire equipment m locn

A men who was up in the "plue Bleachers" with



I <11~ ' =

the man who had shouted dropped his boy to the ofﬁcor; then " (e
jumped. As soon as he landed, he again said to the officer, "It
was a cigarette." The man accused of throwing the cigarette wes
not apprehended. The name or identity of the man who info‘M |

the officer as to the throwing of e cigarette by another person
wes not obtained and to date he has not been located.

chief Hallissey, Assistant Chief Thomas Sullivan, and Chief of |
police John Brice, of the Ringling Shows, were standing in the 1
main entrance within view of this fire at Lts inccption. Upon

nearing the cry of "Fire" they immuedliately left that location,

went out to the mein cntrance, and cleared it by removing the

ticket boxes and other fixtures used to admit patrons to the

show. Then they went out towards Barbour Street to a point

near the wagon ticket office where the cash recelpts of the

dey were located. Sergeant Spellmen and other police offlicers

on the circus lot, upon seeing the flrc, ran acrogs the Midwey

onto Barbour Street end AcCross to sdjoining houses for a tele-

phone. Sergeant Spellman succeeded in placing & cell to Fire
which in turn gave the fire alarm., About the same
the circus lot and parked near

Hesdquarters,

time ~ police crulser arrived on

the wagon ticket office. Chief Hallisscy then had redio communi-

cation with Hartford police Headquarters ond gave the alarm to

the city suthorities. He nlso essigted the Commissioner of State

ttending the ecircus and on the acene, in glving

Police, who was 2

the radio alarm to the State authorities.



maining stands and cquipment. Clrcus wagons adjacent to the
mein tent were on fire at this time, and some misunderstandings
arose when circus employees endeavored to make use of the water

hose to extinguish fires on some of the wagons.

Immediately after the fire had been put out and the heat had
subsided, a search disclosed that approximstely 125 persons had
1ost thelr lives. Neerly all of thls number were found in the
vicinity of the northeest corner of the tent, perticulariy on
both sides of the animal chute running from the exhiblition cage
to the northeast exit and between the exit in the center of the
north side and the northeast exit. About a dozen bodies were
found underneath the gmndstand and ble: sachers on the north side
and in the northeast corner. A large number of seriously injured

patrons were removed from the area pgast of the main tent and

northeast of the main tent to near-by hospitals. with the per- .

mission of the Medicel Examiner and Coroner, all the dead were

removed to the State Armory, which served es a tomporary morgue.

ed that no fire drills had been con-
person had been employed by
of the employees had been

The testimony further disclos
ducted by the clreus employees, no
the circus as fire chief, and none
trained in fire fighting practlices. o

The fire fighting equipment owned py the circus and found on the

grounds on July 6 consisted of 1l water palls labeled,



pyrenc extinguishers; end four moblle trucks on which water tenks
with attached hose were mounteq, Each weter pail held four
gallons of water and two pails werpe placed under cach o;‘ the seat-
ing sections. The fire extingulshers, Pyrene Type, had been
unloaded from the supply wegon and placed underneath a small

tent, but they were not distrivuted for use about the main tent
on the day of the fire. No extinguishers were found under main

tent seats on July 6. Ususlly the fire extinguishers were

placed under the seating stands, to be available for emergency
service. There is question as to one or more of these extinguish-
ers being fit for use. The moblle water trucks each have &
capacity of 1000 gallons, with power pumps attached as wcll as
5_inch hose 50 feet long with an atteched 1/2-inch nozzle tip.

An extra 50 feet of hose was carried in 2 box on each vchicle.

on July 6, at the time of the fire, these water tanks wore

f11ed and located et the following places outside the main tent:
onc on the south side near the light plent, about 20 feet beyond
the exit; end two at the northeast side of the tent, parallel
with Section "Y". These water trucks are used primerily to haul
to wet down the grounds. Two

water to animels and performers and

men were sssigned and were with each truck. On the day of the

fire, none of the vehicles were actually put lnto use in fight-

{ng the fire in the mein tent. They were used to wet down the |

anime)l and supply WAgOLS, which were parked adjacent to the maln
tent,
James A. Heley, first vice president, and the gencral manager,

George W. Smith, were in charge of the entire circus on July 6.
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proofing process on the main tent top. Seventymenwere“w
ployed in waterprcofing the main tent top, and this sametaa
was used to cover the main show on the dey of the fire. 'l'here
were 6,000 gallons of gasoline and 1,800 pounds of wax rubbed

tnto this top with brooms. No fireproofing process of any kind
was applied to this tent top. The side wall canvas used about
the main tent was not processed for waterproofing or for fire-

proofing.

Aylesworth was present in 1042 at Cleveland when the menagerie
top took fire and burned many animals to death. No human 1lives
were lost. From time to time he hes found burned holes in side
wall canvas which he attributed tc discarded cigarettes; and

from his 30 years' experience as 2 canvas man and with his know-

ledge of the Cleveland fire, he testified that he was well sware

that if & flame hit the top it would be a rapid fire with terrific

heat and that such a tent top was hazsrdous.

Two seat men were casigned on July 6 to serve as fire watchers
under the "Blue Bleachers" located in the southwest corner of

the main tent and to the right of the main entrance. This was
their regular assigmment. One was William Caley, who has been
an employee of the circus for three yeers. The other, John A.

Cook, started to work with the circus this year for the first
time, and was with the circus for about five weeks prior to the -_-‘-‘
dey of the fire. Two water buckets filled with water were under- '
neath the "Blue Bleachers." Owing to the shortage of ;
Caley and Cook were required to perform other duties in
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o thelr fire watch service

Both
jeave thelr posts and go g ¢ °f them were required to

€ opposit

the ani € side

et up the animal chute cageg 1p the . of the tent to
florthwest corner,

m ( b

or on duty und
er the "B .
the southwest section, lue Bleachers" in

tutes were assigned

Both of the
¢ employces were w
y the animal ch orking
o1 ute cage at the northwest exit when the fire

was discovered in back of the "Blue Bleachers" in the south
west section, Thelr attention being called to the fire by ;
tne cries of "Fire", they ran back to the southwest bleachers
and assisted other clrcus employees in trying to extingulsh the
fire. Two other assistants, Mike Dare and Paul Runyan, had
empticd three water buckets on the fire but had failed to put

it out.

Gwinnell, an usher at the circus, stated that when he first

saw the fire the side wall was burning and the fire was about

5 or 6 feet up from the ground. He was standing at the main

entrance directing people to thelr seats when he saw the fire

about 40 feet away, and he definitely fixed the flame 8s on
the side wall, 5 or 6 feet from the ground, In his testimony,
caused the fire?"

Gwirmell was asked, "Could you qee what

the only logical
¢ match down

what caused 13

Answey - "I couldn't see
te op throwing th

thing would have been & cigaret
A cigaret.
1 of & sudden &

te would have smoked for &

without putting it oubs
nd it evidently was &

while, but this came &8l
mtch,"




put out with a pail of vintor

pyresworth. One of these yigy

o dozen fires of this king thi

8 season, Lnel
e 3 uding one
C T A n Pop
yeine, on June 30, 1944 wnen o PLece of canvas wapy tland,
3 g used to
ngs wes
sormance and quickly extingui sheq

swing one of a series of gy fo
und ablaze during the per-

1/ l1 11 U L‘}.t.io-- P\JIJI\)I tC\J II ;Iu va n a 8] C I ¥ t() 1 I
1 ] 136 (! . =3 LOU_ 80 L5331 (< v
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inquiry, concexning discharged and/ar disgruntied circus em-

1ovecs, was fully investi &
poyEesy y investigated with the assistance of local

end State Pollce officers within and beyond the borders of
connecticut.

Upon the testimony before me, I find that this fire originated

on the ground in the southwest end of the maln tent back of

the "Blue Bleachers" about 50 feet south of the maln entrance,

end wes so caused by the carelessness of an unidentified smoker
end patroh who threw a lighted cigarette to the ground from the

"Blue Bleechers" stand. The evidence before me does not disclose
this to be the act of an incendiary.

1 re > PO described above
It indicates this ground fire at the polnt

il o

he wooden supports for the

ct

burned the immediate grass aread,
= vas u ml‘d, then
"Blue Bleachers" structure, the side WA eR %

1 g tent top
d quickly unc

er and over th

the tent C and tI"".VOlG 4 ,

tent top, | pmediate 1083 of 125 lives,
Northenstward, causing penic, 82 2EEE Aie A
nnd destruction by

. =20 °30NS
Personal injurics to 530 Per ’ quentﬁy' 43 of the injured

: Subse
¢onsiderable clrcus property:
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~gencies; nagliaee to provide replecoments for fire wat
frequtreﬂtoruﬂa'amea-semOesdmngthepermmme
ebsence of superviscrs from the circus tent pnenlsesdurmg
the performance; ﬂmmeoranimlrmyeagesmpassaae-

ways designed for exit purposcs; end the use cf & non-
tmttopmlzgittobeanmmzaxdandofmuble

meterials,

whe nemes of s11 witnesses with the record testimony and ex-

hibits impounded by me are herewith submitted. =
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WITNESSES

i Walter C. Abel
| %w;{l)\ddtxclnlx
. ory m
Leonard 8, Ayleaworth
William P, Baker
Thomaa C, Barber
Paul B. Beckwith
; Harry E. Bendell
; David W, Blanchfield
: Roeco Bonnfnco
Willard 8. Brower
John H. Brice
Thomnas Brophy
William Cealoy
John M. Caraon
Wm, David Clark
8am W, Clarke
John Petor Conlin
Peter J. Connerton
Williem T, Connors
Butard Cook
JOhn A. Coolt

Alfrad Court
C.H. Leon Crawford
wWilliam H. Cronln
Jamon .13 CSWoi Jr.
one J. Cummings
%ac R. in
Jdwerd Cur
p&a&lmu A. D'Addario
.mtom;g'mgona
%m.mm Dunn, Jr.
Dutton

DWII

Tat Hertford on Jul

Hartford Firo Dopt.
Chattanocoga

Martin B, Courncen, Sr.
Hartford

cunmnemtn

¥ ?0{9 ‘s

Hartford Pollce
Middlefield
Hartford
Bapasota, Florida
Hertford Police
Hartford Pellce
Hertford Pollice
Hart ford
Saprasotn, Florida
Hartford
Hartford

Ironton, Ohlo
New York Clty
Wnnamie, Pa.
Sarnaote, Florida
Farmington
Snrasota, Florida
Woat, Hartford
Harttord

f’lorida
Hart ford

Sapasotn nortda
Piro Dog
Harttord Pol

Sarasotn,

Hartford Flre Dopt.

Wunt® Hartford
Cheshire

Hartford Flre Dept

MCKGO:EEEW » B

atate Po oe



Daniel L. Gllbert
Michacl J. Godfrocy
Albert E. Gordon
Mark Grady

Charles A. Graff
Frederick E. Green
Henry W. Griffen
Kenneth G. Gwinnell
James A. Haley
Charles Halllsscy
Pervey L. Hamill
Morris H., Handler
Charles H. Hayes
James Healy

Jemes F. Healy
Thomns Hlckey
Anton Holst
Elizabeth Hurley
Anthony A. Juliano
Deniel J. Juliano
George Kelly
Jeamea J. Kenefick
James A. Kennedy
Thomas J. Kershaw
Edward Killian
John C. King
William J. Kirby
Mae Kovar

Bernard Kuppersteln
Joseph L. Lloyd
Joseph J. Losty
William F. Lynch
Daniel McAullffe
John McDonald
James P. McSweegan
John Meck

Mra. Eugene Menard
Alberta Merva
Cherles Mitchell
Helen Molger
Martin Monlhon
John R. Morris

=D

WITNESSES

Hart ford

Hartford Pollice
New Britain
Hartford Pollce
Hartford Police
Hartford Fire t.
Hartford Pcllce
New Haven

Sarasote, Floride
Hartford Police
Hart ford

Hart ford

Heartford

Chicago, Ill.
Hartford Pollee
Hartford PFolice
Hartford Police
Hart ford

Hartford Police
Hart ford

Sarasote, Florida
Hartford Pollce
Hartford Follce
Hartford Police
Hart ford

Hartford Flre Dept.
Hartford Fire Dept.
Sarascta, Florida
Hartford

Sarasote, Floride
Hartt'ord Fire Dept.
Bloomf{ield
Hartford Pollice
Hart ford

Hartford Fire Dept.
Snrasotn, Florida
Windsor

Hartford

Chicuﬁg, T1l,
rtflord

Hartford Pollice
Chattanoogn, Tenn.

George E. Morriesey,Jr. Washington, D. C.

Thomas F. Nagle
Ward Nethe

John Ringling North

John M. Obride
Robert E. Onorato
Anthony Pandcolfo
Adolph Pastore

Hartford Pollce
S'»an.dueslc%i Ohto
Sarnsota, orida
New Britain
Plainville

Middletown
atate Pollce

i
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WITNESSES

Ernest C. Perry
gamuel G. Fhillips
Raymond Phipps
Joaeph Poirot
James Poveromo
James B. Quilty
Thomas Radican
Alfred H. Ratell
Charles J. Regan
%gmgin% Rgifr

uis E. Runyan
Charles Ryan
George J. Sanford
Emner B. Seaton
George W. Smith
Francis W. Smith
Francis W. Spellman
Williem E. Spillene
John Sponzo
Frank Starkel
Robert Stift
Walter F. Stiles
Wilson Storey
Thomas F. Sulllvan
Willtam L. Sullivan
Lercy Sunmers
Henry G. Thomas
Neil Todd
Spencer Torrell
Thomas W. Tucker
Edward Tulppo
Clifford Tuttle
Edward R. Verstecg
Albert H. Viering
Bertha C. Viering
Henry W. Wadsworth
Frank Wainwright
Josepn Walch
Carl Wallenda
Helen Wallenda
Henrietta Wellenda
Herman Wallenda

Herbert S. Weterhouse

Mrs. Rose Weber
Jogeph W. Weidel
Ernest E. Westgate
David J. Whelen
Frederick E. white
William E. wWinslow
Jamea Yacavone
George J. Young

Hartford Fire Dept.
Cleveland, Ohlo
Newington

Hartford Police
Hart ford

Hart ford

East Hartford
Hartford Police
Hartford Pollce
Kewanee, Ill.
anpasota, Florida
Knoxville, Tenn.
Hartford Police
Hartford

Sarasota, Florida
Hartford Police
Hertford Police
Hartford Pollce
Wilson

State rolice
Chicago, Ill.

atate Police
sarasota, Florida
Hartford Pollce
Hartford Fire Dept.
Saginaw, Mich.
Hartford Fire Dept.
Sarnsota, Floride
New Britaln

East Greenwich, R.I.
Virginie, Minn.
mMiddletown

Baldwin Park, Calif.
Collinsville
Collinsville

Hert ford Pollce
Enat Hartford
gapnsota, Florida
Sarasota, lorida
Sarasota, Moridn
Saransota, Florida
Saprapsots, [lLorida
Hartford Police
Hart ford

Hartford Police
gouth Windsor

Hart ford Flre Dapt.
Wilaon

Sarasott, Florida
Hort ford Fire Dept.
Philadelphiu. e




EVIDENCE TAXEN BY STATE POLICE
RINGLING BROS.-BARNUM & BAILEY gl;%us

GROUNDS, DELIVERED TO STATE! -
R orh GOy ATE'S ATTORNEY,

July 8, 19k, Two anall pieces of burnt canvas, assumed
to be pert of side walls of "big top."

gample canvas (dressing room tent) not jnvolved in fire,
ypented the same a3 "big TOD."

Three jacks, and small boards from West bleacher seCTion,
opigin of fire.

Oone section of enimal cage.

S3TEDPS, and remains of steps which were originally over
animal CAEE.

July 12 jolly, Yellow canvas which comprised gouth wall of
men's toilet; also & porticn of the side well
of the menegeric tent.

July 20, 104, amall picce of melted iron (in manilla
envelope taken by Comnigsicner Eaward J.
Hickey.

July 20, 1944, Plece of wood, npproximctcly I fest 1lcng,
covered with steel -- taken bY Commigsioner
Paward J. Hickey.



