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INSPECTOR__MOOT'S NO.

STATE OF MAINE

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION, INSPECTIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS

INVESTIGATION REPORT  Jjuwe 1, 1950
Nname:_Robert Dale Segee Aappress:___Adelphi, Qhio

sussecr. Setting fires in 0ld Town, Maine and Portland, Maine

Director Flynn:

Your inspector was assigned to work with R, Russell Smith, Arson Bureau,
pivision of state Fire Marshal, Columbus, Ohioc. On June 1, 1950 your Inspector
met Director Flynn and Arson Investigator Russell smith of the state of Qhio.
A conference was held and went over the case of Robert Dale Segee, whom Investigator
smith alleged set fire in Portland, Me. and 0ld Town, Maine. Investigator Smith and
your Investigator went to Dover, N. H. to meet National Board representative, Lewis
pendleton, and then we had aconference with Police Chief McDaniels in regard Robert
Dale Segee who was born in Dover, N. H., geptember 17, 1929, checked to see if there
were any fires at these places where he lived. could find none here. Investigator
smith and N. B. R. Pendleton and myself went to Portsmouth, N. H. and had a con=-
ference with Sargent Neil Bierce and Police Chief william J. Linchey in regard to
Ralph pale Segee who moved to Portsmouth in his youth. ‘:L,’Ie found where there was a
young girl age nine years was murdered Sept. 5, 1938. Her name was Barbara Driscoll.
Herbert W. Sprague was arrested on Sept. 11, 1938 and tried for this and acquitted.
There were a couple of large fires in the vieinity in which Robert Segee lived one -
in particular was the Diamond Match Co., and wasmarked cause unlcnﬂwn.” I got this
information from Police chief ILinchey who was a peputy Sheriff and in charge of the
suspect, Sprague. He maintained that Sprague did not commit the crime., Left kr.

Pendleton and Investigator smith and myself and returned to Portland, Me., arriving

-

about 1l;00 pem., June 2, 1950,




went with him to check the dates of the Stein fire
Portland Press papers in regard to fires on
tie whar{ fires. Checked the Segee Doy when he was in
the chair at st. James Church. we then went to Old Town, We., where segee
supposed to have set a fire and a girl burned up in this fire. vwe checked
Sylvester Francis who was Indian Cop at this time segee was supposed to
%o Portland, ¥r. in pAugust, 1939, In the Years as he got older he
| - all over Maine and that is how he gol up to 0ld Town. segee is supposed |
to be half Indian, We also checked with Albert Niclor who used to run a basket
factory in west Endfield at this time. Also checked with Indian Chief Poolaw

who comes from Oklahoma and there did not seem to be anyone who knew or ever
heard of segee,

Inspector Smith telephoned to-Columbus, Ohic to his bess for more information
on these fires especially around 0ld Town, Mr., June 3, 1950,

Went to Bangor met Director Flynn and Inspector Smith and we went over all the
fires in this vicinity that might be suspicious.

June L4, 1950 went to Bangor had a conference with Inspector Smith of the Arson |
Jureau from the state of Ohio to see if he had heard from Columbus, chio and if

there was anything that I as representative of the Fire Prevention Bureau of the
State of Maine could do to help him in any way,

June 5, 1950, I went to Bangor, mel Inspector Smith of the state of chio, and he
had not yet heard from Columbus., We checked the Bangor Police records for a
record of Robert Segee as we also checked the Penobscot County records. Inspectar
Smith received a telephone message that he was in a volunteer of America Camp

at 0ld Town at the time he was in the vicinity of 0ld Tomn. went to 0ld Town

to check in regard to camp of this kind, smith then telenhioned to Portland
headquarters of velunteers of America and found out their only camp was at

0ld Orchard, Inspector Smith and I went to Augusta had a conference with
Director Flynn and then went to rortland and checked with volunteers of America
and then went Lo 0ld Orchard, had checked with Fire Chief Ningo,

Could not locate in fire where anyone got burned to death. Telephoned to
Inspector Dolby to see if he knew of anyone that had burned to death at rine

Point. He informed us that Pine Point was in Scarborough and that he would
meel us tomorrow at Fire Headquarters in 0l4d Orchard,

We had a conference at Fire =tation Inspectar smith, rire chief wyinge, Inspector
Dolby, ecould find no suspicions at Pine Point, It was suggested that we contact

1st selectman Leon of Scarborough who after a good searching located a fire
at Pine point on Nov, 19a2 in which the property of gnfield cimonton was

burned and Andrew W, m;m- lost his 1ife by fire in it. Then went to Portsmouth

and checked fires at the Rockingham Hotel, there was a fire there in storeroom

May 21, 1513 at 9:00 p.m, from an unknown cause., (ot this from Fire Chief
Coogants record,
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