East Hartford, Conn.
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Connsotiout do herby make the following statement of my owm free “

will regarding the fire at the Ringling Brothers Cirous in

Bertford, Comnecticut on July 6, 1944.
T attended the circus im Hartford, Conn. on July &, 1944

with ay wife Rita Allen and =y daughter Barbara Allen age 3 yra,
-anmmmmiumarmmmmn-.,mm
We obtainsd seats in the bleachera to the left of the main
sntrance, we were seated about 3/4 =f away from the entrance
and about 5 rows dowm from the top.

The first knmowledge that I had of the fire was whan I heard
A soream owar o my right and I looked in that directiom and saw
a flame about 1 foot in diameter burning in the cenwvas overhead,
and shich was directly over the blemcher section to the right of
the main entrance. I also motioed the peorle in this section
all rumning down from the seats towards the track and golng
towards the main sntrancs, they were all soreaming and hollering
at that time. The people seated in the same section that I was
in started mmning down and also going towards the main entrance
and some of them went dowmn through the Dleachers and out under
the tent. T stayed there with my wife and children for about
30 to 40 seconds to deoclde what %o do and them I moved the boards
on the bleachers and dropped down to the ground with =g daughter
and my wife handed down =y nlece and I then mssisted my wife.
We went along undernsath the bleachers and out under the canvas
Raxike towards the mid-way, After T had them cutaide I wemt j
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by the ranway. The orowd was pushing snd I saw the ralling
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child pulling part of the clothing off. Anothey man which was
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when it foll. T vas then sble to get out under the seats Mad went
under the tent. miln-unh-lmphuﬁ-m
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